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WORD OF INTRODUCTION 

 

Dear friends, 

 
Since I was elected to the IEB back in October 2019, I 
have often been asked what it is like. Itôs not exactly what 
I expected; itôs that and much more. The sudden 
realisation that you are representing the biggest police 
organisation in the world was both an adrenalin rush and 
a fear-evoking experience. Experiences are best shared, 
and Iôm so fortunate to be joined by such a great IEB 
team who are both outstanding individuals and devoted 
IPA ambassadors. Every day is a challenge, and every 
challenge is an opportunity to promote and enhance the 
IPA.   

Last week for example, we received an email from the 
Wall Street Journal asking us: ówhy does the police in the 
U.S. kill so many more people in the line of duty than 
police in other developed nations?ô Our President 
responded eloquently as always, highlighting that we are 
a friendship association, and that in the case of the recent behaviour of several police 
officers in the USA, we place our trust in the legal system of the USA to properly 
investigate and render justice. The question, however, brought me back to my roots 
as an international trainer in police self-defence and to ponder the many challenges 
facing modern policing in all our jurisdictions.  

The killing of George Floyd was indisputably wrong, but the question that we as police 
should be asking is: why did it go wrong? This story has claimed international media 
limelight and has led to protests and riots around the world. As I write this article, 
London is under siege from activists who are ripping up statues and rioting with police.  

Policing has changed, and with the growth of social media, globalisation and such 
extremist activism, there is sometimes more of an emphasis on scrutinising cop culture 
than catching bad people. In a book entitled óThe End of Policingô Professor Alex Vitale 
writes about ñhow the police endanger us and why we need to find an alternative.ô The 
book attempts to spark public discussion by revealing the tainted origins of modern 
policing as a tool of social control. I obviously donôt agree with Professor Vitaleôs 
perspective, but I do know that policing as we know it is being scrutinised by many 
facets of society. We have been pressurised to become all things to all people; an 
arduous task that is virtually impossible to achieve. 

Each of us took an oath when we joined our respective police services; a solemn and 
moral undertaking to tackle crime and wrongdoing in our communities. That righteous 
inbuilt code has motivated and driven us to protect and serve, and sometimes our 
colleagues paid the ultimate sacrifice. As the world and its ideologies change, perhaps 
policing needs to change to meet modern societal demands.  

Albert Einstein once said that óthe world is in greater peril from those who tolerate or 
encourage evil than from those who actually commit it.ô 
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As the protectors of mankind for the past couple of centuries we, the police, have 
witnessed evil at its worst. 

With over 372,000 members around the world the IPA collectively have millions of 
years of policing experience, and with our ERC connections and geographical reach, 
perhaps we are well poised to offer assistance in strategising on the future of policing. 
IBZ Gimborn recently announced their post Covid-19 re-opening, which is indeed very 
welcome news. This centre of excellence is a key foundation of the IPA, and a pillar 
for our future. Their new innovative webinars bring Gimborn to you, and give us all an 
opportunity to harness and share the IPAôs abundant knowledge.  

We are all different, yet we are all the same. We pledge the same values and serve 
the same mission in life. Just as we serve our local community through policing, we 
serve each other through the IPA with the hands of friendship. Of course black lives 
matter, as do white lives; but blue lives matter too. 

Mick Walsh, Treasurer Finances 

 

 

AROUND THE WORLD 

 

Montenegro, the first coronavirus-free country in Europe 
 

After a week without registered cases of Covid-19 infections, Montenegro declared the 
end of the Covid-19 epidemic on 2 June, and gained the status of the first coronavirus-
free country in Europe.  

Is it because we have a small population 
(about 650,000 inhabitants), or because in 
our country we all worked well together to 
combat the Covid-19 pandemic and 
rigorously respected all the measures 
adopted by our government and the National 
Coordination Body (NCB)?  Or is it due to our 
police, who, together with the other state 
bodies, successfully implemented both 
preventive and restrictive measures against 

all those who did not comply with the orders and measures of the NCB? It is probably 
due to a combination of all the above that we succeeded in preventing the spread of 
the virus. 

We are all very proud of this! 

Our IPA Section, which regretfully had to inform you in early March about the 
postponement of the IPA GAMES 2020, was very active during the coronavirus 
pandemic. We wanted the virus to pass as soon as possible, hoping that all of us 
would return to the regular events of our large IPA family rapidly. 

Our members are dedicated to humanitarian work and assisting other government 
agencies to help those in need. We conducted several humanitarian actions: 
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assistance to the pensioners of our service, voluntary blood donations, donating 
protective equipment and funds to our police officers, amongst others. 

Through these activities, we donated a number of food and other packages to the 
pensioners of our security services, those who suffer from financial hardship, together 
with the Red Cross of Montenegro. 

In cooperation with the Clinical Center of Montenegro, the Blood Transfusion Centre 
Podgorica and the Society of Voluntary Blood Donors, we conducted a blood donation 
campaign where a large number of our members contributed to this great action that 
took place in the days of coronavirus in our country. 

At the invitation of our dear colleagues from IPA Section in Foundation Albania, a 
donation of protective masks to officers of the two border police services took place at 
the joint border crossing point between the two countries, Bozaj-Hani Hoti. This event 
confirmed the sincere friendship between our two sections and highlighted  the support 
for further cooperation and professionalism of the border police officers of both 
countries. 

This is just a part of the activities we conducted in order to respect our common motto, 
which unites us in the IPA family, óSERVO PER AMIKECOô, so let it serve us all for 
good. 

Vojislav Dragovic, President IPA Montenegro 

 

 

An Update from IPA Section in Foundation Albania  
 

The consequences of the current Covid-19 pandemic are proving hard all over the 
world with respect to the loss of human lives, economic damages, as well as in the 
field of security and public order. 

Measures taken to combat the coronavirus mean that many activities, meetings and 
visits were cancelled or postponed. The pandemic, however, did not stop, but 
moreover enabled us to focus very clearly on friendship, spiritual experience, and care 
for each other. 

During this time we have organised some activities showing that we are not ósleepingô, 
and that we have not lost hope. We have been in contact with all our IPA members 
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whether active in service, or retired, and luckily we have not had any loss of life or 
infections with Covid-19. 

Following contact with IPA-Montenegro, 
we donated 500 mouth masks for police 
officers serving at the border Hani Hotit 
(Shkoder Albania) - Bozhaj 
(Montenegro). The ceremony was 
attended by the President of Montenegro, 
Vojislav Dragovic, and border police 
chiefs of both countries. 

Also in Shkodra, under the auspices of 
the IPA-Scodrini branch of IPA-Albania, and in cooperation with the Mufti of the 
Shkodra Region, we donated 50 food packages for families of fallen police officers.  

On the Memorial Day of the martyrs of Albania, members of IPA Albania placed a 
wreath at the Memorial for fallen police officers. 

On the occasion of Eid al-Fitr, (Eid 
Mubarak) IPA Albania members met and 
congratulated the representatives of the 
Muslim Community in Shkodra.  

Furthermore, a delegation of IPA Albania 
went on a two-day visit to Serbia, where 
we had a very fruitful experience. 

We receive many requests to join the IPA, 
which we consider with great care. Our current membership has reached 200. We are 
working on expanding our existing branches, and on founding new branches in the 
south and south-east of our country. 

At the start of the new tourist season we will organise a cycling tour along the sea 
shore of Albania, and all participants will be police employees displaying the IPA logo. 

We are planning other projects, which we hope to share with you in the near future.  

Skender Doda, President, IPA Section in Foundation Albania 

 

 

Police officers from IPA Polandôs Lower Silesia Region 
come to the rescue of their Moldovan colleagues 

 

The coronavirus pandemic has affected the whole world. It is not an easy time for 
anyone anywhere in the world. This period has highlighted how important helping other 
people in difficult situations is. Such help, on an international level, was excercised by 
members of the Lower Silesia Region of IPA Poland, who did not stay idle when a 
group of Moldovan citizens became stuck in Warsaw after the lockdown, and could 
not return home. But letôs start from the beginning. 

The start of the pandemic struck all of us similarly. It all happened fast. Lockdown, 
bans, orders and closed borders. Suddenly, accustomed to freedom and travelling, we 
had to isolate ourselves from an invisible enemy overnight. Unfortunately, not 
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everyone was at home with relatives at that time, some were even thousands of 
kilometers away from home, abroad. Eight citizens of Moldova residing in Poland were 
suddenly unable to return to their homeland. They were denied crossing the Polish-
Ukrainian border, and practically deprived of their livelihoods, and they had to return 
to Warsaw. 

The situation was dramatic, especially 
since among those in need was a woman 
with an advanced pregnancy. And it was 
during this difficult time that IPA 
members showed the real meaning of 
transnational friendship, when they 
reached out and offered help to their 
brethren from over the Dniester river. 

The President of the IPA Region Gğog·w, 
Artur Klimaczak, received a call from his 
Moldovan colleague Mihail Lesnic from 
IPA Briceni, who informed him about the difficult situation of his fellow citizens: óThey 
cannot return to their country, they are currently stuck in Warsaw, and the situation is 
an emergencyô. One phone call was enough to launch a mission to help! 

Artur Klimczak, together with IPA members Bartosz Sobota and Bartğomiej KrňŨel, and 
members of IPA Region Wrocğaw Andrzej KamiŒski and Janusz Ğuszpak decided to 
provide financial support to the Moldovans in need. Due to the fact that travelling 
between cities was limited at that time, they contacted IPA Polandôs Secretary General 
Ewa Dňbowska, who lives in Warsaw, coordinated the operation on site and made a 
donation. 

This altruistic help caused tears of 
emotion amongst the Moldovan group 
who had by then run out of means to 
overcome this situation. The help 
provided by the members of the IPA 
Lower Silesia Region enabled them to get 
through the next four days until a transport 
corridor was opened, and they could 
happily reunite with their loved ones. 
Members of IPA Poland involved in 
helping their Moldovan friends received 

an official thank-you from the President of IPA Moldova, Mikhail Cebotari. 

This whole situation would not have happened, had it not been for the continuous 
cooperation between the officers of both countries. The friendship between brothers-
in-blue began last year, when members of IPA Region Gğog·w visited their Moldovan 
friends and travelled with them across this picturesque part of Europe. At that time 
they had no idea that in a few months, there would be a crisis which would highlight 
the importance of international bonds developed through the cooperation between 
officers. And all of this in the name of IPA values, stated in the motto of Servo per 
Amikeco ï Service through Friendship. 

Text: Krzysztof Marcjan, translation: Michağ Sğugocki, IPA Poland 
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IPA Kenya provide 8,500 Police Officers with PPE 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic situation has created new challenges globally, also in policing. 
The police therefore need to come up with new response strategies to crime and 
incidents, and the enforcement of Covid-related regulations. This is all the more 
important during arrests, transfers and confinement, which ordinarily require close 
proximity with the arrested person. The IPA Kenyan Section, in response to the need 
for personal protection, has provided police officers serving within the greater Nairobi 
Metropolitan Region with Personal Protective equipment (PPE). 

On 2 June, the Deputy Inspector General (DIG), of the Kenya Police Service, Mr. 
Edward Njoroge Mbugua, CBS, MBS, OGW, ndc (K),who is also an esteemed IPA 
member, graced the launch of distribution of personal hygiene items and PPE to the 
11 Police Divisions in the Nairobi Region at the Diplomatic Police Unit Headquarters 
in Gigiri, Nairobi.  Mr. Mbugua expressed his gratitude towards IPA Kenya, and noted 
that the pragmatic approach by the IPA leadership in addressing policing challenges 
in Kenya was noticeable at all levels within the police. He further said that óResponsible 
Policingô ideals promoted by the IPA were being received very well by both the police 
and the public: This was in reference to IPA Kenyaôs community outreach programmes 
which have involved local police command in joint activities including tree planting, 
food donations and aid to schools. 

The items were donations from IPA Kenyan Section members in partnership with the 
East African Ramgarhia Board (EARB) Sikh Community, Pangani Temple and 
included: sanitisers, reusable face masks, antibacterial soaps and umbrellas. IPA 
Kenya Coast Region members donated 14,400 pieces of antibacterial soap towards 
the project. The exercise covered the 11 police divisions and 2 police formations 
whose headquarters are within the greater Nairobi Metropolitan Region, catering for 
8,500 uniformed police officers. 

The Commandant of the National Police Service Senior Staff College, Loresho, 
Mr. Patrick Obimo (AIG) receiving part of the donation 
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On their part, the Sikh community, represented by the EARB President, Mr. Jaswinder 
Singh Virdi & the Hon. General Secretary Mr. Manminder Singh Jandu, Trustee  Mr. 
Gurdip S Rupra, said that they had established a very cordial relationship with Section 
Kenya and that they particularly liked the opportunity to assist the law enforcement 
officers provided through IPA. 

Meanwhile, the IPA Kenya partnership with the Talia Agler Girlôs Centre was taken to 
a new level. On 11 June, IPA Kenya donated four electric sewing machines and food 
to the Talia Agler Girls' Shelter in Wangige. The items were donated in partnership 
with the Sukuma Twende Trust through our member Mr. Rushab Rajesh Shah. 

The donations were received by the Deputy Inspector General - Administration Police 
Service, Mr. Noor Y. Gabow, EBS, OGW, at the National Police Service HQ, Nairobi, 
as a physical visit to childrenôs home was not tenable due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Mr. Gabow stated that the donation was óproactiveô policing, and that equipping the 
young girls with life skills such as dressmaking was the best policing philosophy. He 
added that Kenya will be much safer with such initiatives, and thanked the IPA and 
partners for helping in actualising the dreams of young persons. 

During the donation ceremony, the chairman of the Sukuma Twende Trust, Mr. Hitesh 
Shah, said that he had followed the activities of IPA Kenya and had come to the 
conclusion that the association stood for something bigger and greater for the Kenyan 
society. He praised the IPA Kenyan Section for upholding the higher ideal of giving 
back to society, especially in these difficult times. On his part, the President of IPA 
Kenya, Mr. Alfred Osur, thanked all the stakeholders for their steadfast support, 
promising that the future was brighter with us united, and not divided. 

Jared Ojuok, Secretary General IPA Kenya 

Mr. Hitsh Shah (left) and Mr. Noor Y. Gabow (in jungle uniform) during the handing-over ceremony 


