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Seasonôs Greetings! 
 

 
 

We wish all IPA Newsletter readers a most wonderful time! 
  

December 2018 

http://www.ipa-international.org/
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WORD OF INTRODUCTION 

 

Dear friends,  

 

The last newsletter of the year! Already! And almost time to close the 2018 books. 

When you mention that the end of the year is getting close, you receive many 
different comments in return, such as: óMay the next year come fastô; óI don't like 
Christmas timeô; óI am happy to leave this year behindô; or óI hope  that next year will 
be betterô.  

I donôt know why, but it seems to me that we always hear more negative than 
positive comments when approaching this time of the year. Not for me to judge 
though. 

Personally, I think that everything is going too fast, and that time is definitely getting 
shorter and harder to seize, like a hare that we run after trying to catch!  With the 
added disadvantage that when getting older, we can't run as fast anymore, and the 
hare seems to accelerate J. What a contradiction! 

In any case, reaching the end of 2018 gives me the opportunity to deliver three 
messages: 

¶ Thank you to all of you for giving so much of your time, energy, motivation 
and ideas to our Association in 2018. The calendar of events proved once 
more that the IPA is alive and active in so many parts of the world. With so 
many successful events and projects gathering us all, we can rest assured 
that the IPA is developing in the true spirit of friendship. 
 

¶ Merry Christmas to all of you who celebrate it, and best wishes for the 
holidays. If you are able to, stop for a few days and take the opportunity to 
gather and enjoy spending time with the people you love. 

 

¶ Finally, my sincere wishes of sympathy and courage to all our members who 
are suffering from illness or pain of any kind, those who have lost a loved one 
this year, or who are experiencing the grief of separation or the suffering of 
someone else. May this special time of the year and the spirit of Christmas be 
a balm to soothe your wounds, as deep and painful as they may be. 

 

Best wishes to you all, and thank you for believing in the ideals of the IPA. 

 

Servo per Amikeco 

 

Pierre-Martin Moulin, IPA President 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
 

International Youth Gathering 2019 
Join us for 2 weeks in Croatia ï the Land of Friendship! 

 
It is with great pleasure that IPA Section Croatia is 
organising next yearôs International Youth Gathering 
2019 from 3-17 August 2019. 

We look forward very much to receiving applications 
from many IPA sections around the world. Every year 
young people from across the globe - children and 
grandchildren of IPA members, are invited to visit 
another country and participate in an unforgettable 
event  - the IPA's International Youth Gathering (IYG). 

For the participants it is an opportunity to experience 
travelling to another country and meeting people of a similar age from different 
cultures and backgrounds, whilst gaining a deeper knowledge of the history, social 
character, nature and family life of the hosting country. 

Participation in the programme is open to the children or grandchildren of current IPA 
members. IYG participants must have reached their 16th birthday, but not have 
exceeded their 18th birthday at the start of the IYG.  There are a maximum of 50 
spaces available, and sections are invited to send up to 2 applications which will be 
dealt with on a first-come-first-serve basis. 

The IYG encourages young people irrespective of gender, race, language or religion 
to participate. 

Here are a few highlights to look forward to during next yearôs IYG: 

The Pearl of the Adriatic - Dubrovnik, Lokrum Island sea kayaking, the Elaphites 
Islands cruise, the historical city of Ġibenik, the unforgettable Plitvice Lakes National 
Park, the unique peninsula of Istria, the ancient city of Pula and the Brijuni Islands 
National Park, the adrenalin-packed Aquapark Istralandia, the city of Rijeka - 
European Capital of Culture 2020, Trsat Castle, the capital city of Croatia - Zagreb, 
Zagreb Zoo, Medvednica Nature Park, the award-winning Museum of Neanderthals 
in Krapina, Takoġĺan Castle, Tuhelj Thermal Water Park, plus a visit to the Maritime 
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Police, the Special Police Counter-Terrorist Unit, the Croatian Police Academy, the 
Primorsko-Goranska Police Department, a gala dinner with entertainment and much 
more. 

The full programme and registration details have been circulated to all national 
sections and is available to download on the dedicated IYG 2019 page of IPA 
Croatiaôs website at  https://ipa.hr/iyg-2019/, or alternatively at https://www.ipa-
international.org/International-Youth-Gatherings.  

Not sure whether to apply? 

Why not have a look at what is on offer at https://www.youtube.IYG 2019 !  
 
You are welcome to join in an unforgettable IPA adventure travelling side by side 
with fellow young people from around the world in the land of friendship é Croatia!  

Servo per Amikeco! 

Miljenko Vidak, President IPA Croatia 

 

 

Download the new joint IPA app 
from Sections Austria, Germany and Switzerland 

 
Dear IPA friends,  

As announced during the IPA World Congress in 
Rotterdam, Sections Austria, Switzerland and 
Germany started a project to launch a joint IPA 
App. 

We proudly announce that the App is now 
available at the Google and Apple store for 
download, free of charge. Please search for óIPA Appô or scan the 
QR Code. 

The App contains all relevant information about the IPA, including 
our accommodation options, Facebook pages, contact details, 
branches, and events. 

Download it and check it out! 

 

Your Webteam from IPA Austria, Switzerland and Germ  any 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ipa.hr/iyg-2019/
https://www.ipa-international.org/International-Youth-Gatherings
https://www.ipa-international.org/International-Youth-Gatherings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqC9tC9FdHE
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Baltic 100 
 

 
IPA Estonia, IPA Latvia and IPA Lithuania jointly organised the road trip Baltic 100 -  
óWe are grateful for your serviceô, devoted to the republics of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania as well as the 100th anniversary of their police forces.  

The purpose of our 1000 km journey was to honour those who fought for our 
countries and our freedom as well as those who have fallen during service. In each 
country, wreaths and candles were placed at memorials.  

People are remembered as long as their names are remembered. With this action 
we prove we have not forgotten our heroes - fallen or still standing.  

Our sincere gratitude goes out to them! 

Uno Laas, President IPA Estonia 

Ilze Ungure, President IPA Latvia 

Rimas Leleckas, Treasurer IPA Lithuania 
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35
th
 Annual Congress of IPA Cyprus 

 
The 35th Annual Congress of Section Cyprus was hosted this year by the IPA Region 
of Famagusta, from 25-28 October 2018.  

The official opening of the Congress took place at the óMuseum Thalassaô Congress 
Hall in Ayia Napa on 27 October 2018, and was attended by the members of the 
National Executive Board of the Section and representatives from the six IPA regions 
of Cyprus: Nicosia, Limassol, Larnaca, Paphos, Famagusta and Morphou. 

Foreign delegations from Greece, Israel, Romania, Poland, Bulgaria, Russia and the 
United Kingdom also participated in the congress, and the IPA Vice President, Gal 
Sharon, attended as our special guest and addressed the delegations from Cyprus 
as well as all other guests who were present in the conference room. 

Besides the congress work, the programme was enriched by many IPA activities, 
including guided sightseeing tours, visits to archeological and historical places, and 
all of our guests were given the opportunity to get a taste of the Cypriot culture, as 
well as the friendliness and hospitality of our people. They were also able to discover 
some of the beautiful sights of Cyprus. The congress participants were briefed about 
the IPAôs work and other IPA activities carried out by the Section and the IPA regions 
during the year under review. The heads of the foreign delegations addressed the 
congress participants and expressed their thanks for the invitation. 

During the meeting, the President of Section Cyprus and the regional chairmen 
briefed all participants about the IPA work achieved during the year, and the 
decisions taken by the NEC were approved. Future plans and projects were also 
discussed, and the delegates were informed that IPA Cyprus will continue its efforts 
to promote the IPAôs ideals in the Middle East and especially in Arab countries. 

Despite facing various problems, and with some governments not understanding 
fully that the IPA is not involved with politics or trade unions, we will continue our 
efforts. We will also continue following the development of the situation of the IPA in 
Turkey; however, unfortunately there is little we can do to assist at the moment. 

Michael Odysseos, President IPA Cyprus 
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Gimborn Talks 2018 
 

This yearôs óGimborn Talksô took place 
from 19-21 October at IBZ Gimborn 
castle. Young police colleagues from 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
UK were able to exchange views during 
these three days, discussing how to 
make the IPA even more attractive and 
exciting, how to attract new members 

and how to integrate existing members better into the IPA. The planning and 
implementation of the event was handled this year by the óYoung IPA membersô 
team of IPA Germany, Philipp Kurz and Nathalie Schultz. 

The main aim of the meeting was to produce video and photo recordings not only 
with a patrol car of the German Federal police, but also with a police car from 
Mechelen/Belgium and an American cop tribute car. These materials can be used at 
a later stage to create a promotional film, in member magazines and flyers, or to post 
on social media to attract new IPA members. 

The group of 13 young IPA members had an intensive exchange about successful 
projects of the year 2018 and of course took the chance to look ahead to the next 
year. The calendar of events in many sections is filled with activities and events for 
potential and existing young members. National as well as international events all 
over the world are being planned to live the idea of friendship and also gain 
professional experience. 

Simultaneously to the meeting of the young IPA friends, representatives of IPA 
Sections Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Sweden  Switzerland and  the UK also got together and discussed the 
same questions as the young IPA friends. 

As a key element, it was stressed that 
the ideals and goals of our founder 
should always be in the foreground of 
every effort: óThe primary objective of 
the IPA is to establish friendly relations, 
mutual assistance and understanding 
between police officers.ô 

The next round of our óGimborn Talksô  
will take place in autumn 2019 at 
Gimborn castle, and will be organised by IPA Sweden. 

Oliver Hoffmann, Vice President IPA Germany 

Nathalie Schultz, IPA Germany representative of óYoung IPA membersô 
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COPS 2018 Belgium ï an account by IPA UKôs Martin Turner 
 

Earlier in 2018, one of the many friends 
and colleagues I have made through the 
IPA mentioned a COPS training week in 
Belgium. Sven Maertens, who leads the 
Defensive Tactics Group within the 
section, is an experienced trainer and 
has grown up heavily immersed in a 
variety of martial arts disciplines. COPS 
was a training week arranged by Sven 
and other IPA members in Belgium in 
June and held at the joint 
fire/medical/police training site near 
Antwerp, Campus Vesta.  

In Antwerp I was met by a couple of officers in a marked police vehicle, and off we 
went to the training venue. At Campus Vesta I checked into our accommodation ï 
admittedly 8-man tents and portable bathroom facilities werenôt the most welcome in 
the hot and muggy conditions, but we all managed! We were welcomed that 
afternoon by the Campus staff and the trainers, handed very well-stocked goodie 
bags and were fed and watered. The evening was full of catch-ups, Belgian beer and 
a DJ providing entertainment.  

The training over the next 4 days was intensive and thorough. Ranging from 
simulated vehicle defence, knife defence, unarmed combat, tactical emergency 
casualty care, point shooting and more. We had input around drone technology, 
behavioural detection, counter terrorism and ASP products. There was even a mini 
equipment store with numerous stockists in the compound we stayed in. 

I was handed a Glock 17 at the beginning 
of the shooting, along with two 
magazines. The response from the 
Belgian trainer and the American Smith & 
Wesson manager to my óIôve not really 
fired a handgun beforeô was amusing: 
óYouôll be fine, just go second and watch 
what they do!ô, indicating the other half of 
my team. To the surprise of the trainers 
and me, I was pretty goodé After firing 
off close to 200 rounds I was certainly 
better than when I started anyway! 

Our cultural trip was to a nearby brewery where beer and whisky was sampled and 
traditional food eaten in the co-located restaurant. All too quickly another great week 
with the IPA ended and it was time to go home. Sven and his colleagues had 
successfully pulled off a training week for close to 120 participants, including feeding 
and accommodating them. It was a real shame to be the only UK member present 
but hopefully as the UK Defensive Tactics Group training weekends gain more 
momentum, it may encourage other members to head abroad and take advantage of 
unparalleled training opportunities. 

Martin Turner, IPA UK 
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Some of our group hear details of an 
archaeological find in Galway city centre 

IPA Irelandôs Colmcille Region welcome Swedish members 
to the 2018 Oranmore event in Galway 

 
The Colmcille Regionôs annual October 
weekend break to the Maldron Hotel in 
Oranmore, Galway, which is now in its 
17th year, had a very welcome 
international element this time round. 

This weekend event, organised and 
developed by regional Chairman Willie 
Maye since its inception, continues to 
attract big numbers and the fact that it 
continues to grow in popularity is 
testament to the excellent value and 
hospitality experienced by our members 

and to the appreciation of our members for the work put into it each year, ensuring 
that this event remains one of our Regionôs most popular activities.  

This year, we were delighted to welcome to our shores six IPA members from 
Sweden, led by Britt-Inger Kihlstr m, who had taken up the invitation to join us, 
which was extended by our group during our regional tour to Stockholm last 
December. 

On Thursday, 18 October 2018, Britt-Inger, accompanied by Katrina Ellstrom, Stig 
Hagstrom, Tomas Jaenkrok, Roger Ostergren and Johan Kust, arrived by train in 
Galway city. The second such visit for Britt-Inger, but the first for her five colleagues. 
We met them that evening in Oranmore and following dinner, enjoyed a relaxing 
night in the hotel lounge. 

Next morning, our visitors headed off to see the rugged landscape of south Galway 
and west Clare, hoping to take in the views from the Cliffs of Moher, but Mother 
Nature sent her mist down - our Swedish friends will have to come this way again to 
get the full benefit of those magnificent views J. 

That evening our guests had the 
opportunity of meeting some forty 
members in our group following a fine 
dinner in the hotel. 

On Saturday morning, IPA Claddagh 
Regional Secretary & IPA International 
Auditor Michael Walsh provided transport 
for our guests into the city where another 
Claddagh regional member, John OôBrien, 
was on hand to conduct a very 
informative walking tour of the city. This 
tour was thoroughly enjoyed by our group 
members and was followed by a relaxed 
and satisfying lunch in the city, hosted by 
IPA Ireland. 

In the afternoon, our guests enjoyed some free time to further explore Galway city 
before being transported back to the hotel by Michael Walsh. We were also delighted 


